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Bible reading:	 3

Heavenly Father, you have placed a great and noble task in front of 
us  to share your gospel with future generations. Give to us the courage, 
the  patience, and the faith that we need to carry out your work for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen.

He watched the news as he did 
every night, but this time he saw 
it  through a different lens.  He 
saw it through the lens of a dad. 
He and his wife had just found 
out that they were going to have 
a new baby. What blessed news! 
They were so excited. Then he 
turned on the news, and a reality 
struck him that he hadn’t consid-
ered before: “ This is the world my 
child is coming into.”

Suddenly  scared,  he sa id  a 
s i l e n t  p r a y e r,  “ L o r d ,  p r o t e c t 
my child from the evils of this 
world.” It was then that another 
rea l i t y  s t ruck  h im:  “ I  am the 
answer to my prayer!  I  am my 
child’s earthly protector. God has 
sent me to care for this baby!” 
His prayer shifted a bit to “Lord, 
equip me to do my job.”

I wonder if the disciples were 
going through a similar thought 
process as Jesus was praying this 
prayer. John chapter 17 is known 
as Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer. It 
was the night before he died. He 
prayed for his disciples, but here 
at the end of his prayer, he shifted 
to “those who will believe in me 
through their message.” As they 

listened to Jesus’ prayer, did they 
think to themselves, “ Their mes-
sage? Who’s their? Oh, that’s us! 
You mean, people will be relying 
on us?”

It can be a terrifying thought 
that someone might be relying on 
you, but think about it the next 
time you pray for your children, 
for future generations, for “those 
who will  believe”;  you may be 
the answer to your own prayers. 
Our Savior has put the message 
of forgiveness for the sins of the 
world into our  hands.  We are 
his ambassadors.

The soon-to-be dad felt  the 
weight of  rais ing a chi ld in a 
world of sin and evil.  But then 
he remembered, “ This is why my 
child needs me to share what 
I know to be true. The comfort 
I   have that  cuts  through the 
darkness of this world is Jesus 
Christ, the gospel for me and for 
my child.”

As we work our way through 
the end of Jesus’ High Priestly 
Prayer this week,  be reminded 
a n d  re j o i ce  t h at  yo u  a re  t h e 
answer to your prayer. Thank God 
that he uses you!

Bible reading: 1 Kings 11 • Ecclesiastes 1,2	 3

Easter 7, Sun., June 2, 2019	 OUT OF THE MANY, ONE

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in 
me through their message.” (John 17:20)

ONE ANSWER TO ONE PRAYER



Dear Father in heaven, bind us to you through the power of your Word 
so that we may rejoice in the blessed unity that you grant to your church on 
earth. Amen.

“As  so o n as  yo u th ink  you 
understand it, you probably got 
it wrong.” Those words have been 
said about the doctrine of the 
Trinity. Three divine persons, each 
distinct yet completely united as 
one God in a profoundly mysteri-
ous way. As soon as you think you 
have it figured out, you probably 
got it wrong.

It is this truth of the Trinity 
that makes Jesus’ prayer for unity 
so deeply profound. “May [they] 
be one, Father, just as you are in 
me and I am in you.” This unity 
that Jesus describes could never 
be accomplished by simply “work-
ing together for the common good.” 
This unity goes far beyond that 
and cuts straight through to a 
unity that transcends time and 
matter. Only Jesus could achieve 
such a unity.

But how does he do it? A unity 
that is so complex must be accom-
plished by such complex means 
that we could never comprehend, 
right? Wrong. The great unifier is 
none other than the Word. “Faith 
comes from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through 

the word about Christ” (Romans 
10:17) .  Through the Word,  the 
Holy Spirit  works faith in your 
heart and mine. And as that one 
Holy Spirit works the one faith 
in the one Christ through the one 
Word of God, he creates unity 
between believers in Christ.

What an amazing act of God’s 
grace: So many people, from so 
many backgrounds,  with  such 
varying life stories, are all bound 
together as one holy Christian 
church—all those who are chil-
dren of  God through fa i th  in 
Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26). And 
if God’s grace in unifying his holy 
Christian church were not enough, 
he gives to his church the amazing 
task of sharing the joy of the gos-
pel “so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me.”

We join the prayer of  Jesus 
that he would keep us united 
a ro u n d  t h e  t r u t h — t h e  w h o l e 
truth—of Scripture so that we 
might boldly proclaim his gra-
cious gospel, “that with one mind 
and one voice [we] may glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 15:6).

Mon., June 3, 2019	 OUT OF THE MANY, ONE

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in 
me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are 
in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me.” (John 17:20,21)

ONE IN PURPOSE

4	 Bible reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1–7:14



Lord God, we thank you for the glory that you have revealed in your Son 
Jesus Christ. Make us one through your Son so that we, together, might share 
in your eternal glory. Amen.

A Civil War Union Army officer 
carried a beautifully crafted sword. 
It was based on a French Model 
1845 Infantry Officer ’s Sword. A 
meticulously crafted brass hilt had 
the letters US interwoven into its 
design.  The careful ly  engraved 
blade, rarely used in actual battle 
but at the ready if need be, had 
the Latin phrase E pluribus unum, 
“Out of the many, one.” I ronic, 
isn’t it? E Pluribus Unum was the 
Latin phrase used by our found-
ing fathers to describe the unity 
of this amazing new country: the 
United States of America. And yet 
the battles that this sword saw 
were battles over a country divided 
in two.

The years that followed the Civil 
War saw a renewed effort to bring 
the country back together, and one 
might argue that it worked for a 
time. The trial that our country 
had been through together gave 
us a bonding point. Everyone was 
affected by it. But there is far too 
much evidence that the lasting 
unity and glory that our found-
ing fathers envisioned cannot be 
achieved by sinful mankind.

With that context, Jesus’ talk of 
glory in unity might seem a little 

suspicious. Consider the time of 
year that you are reading this 
devotion. The Ascension has just 
happened. The great unifier, Jesus 
Christ, has left. Did the disciples 
feel more unified after Jesus left? 
Perhaps unified in their fear. And 
as Jesus spoke this High Priestly 
Prayer,  they were about to see 
Jesus die in the most inglorious 
way imaginable. There must have 
been no thought of unity and no 
thought of glory.

At the beginning of his prayer, 
Jesus said, “Father, the hour has 
come. Glorify your Son, that your 
Son may glorify you” (John 17:1). 
And how was Jesus glor i f ied? 
In gruesome death. Glory? Yes. 
In that gruesome death,  Jesus 
Christ displayed his great love for 
you and me by giving his very life 
so that out of the many sinners—
you and me—one glorious body 
would arise,  in which Christ is 
the head.

So Christ prays for our glory. 
On the surface, sharing in Christ’s 
glory doesn’t seem so glorious, but 
we know where it leads. Christ’s 
glory takes us through the cross 
to the mansions of heaven. So we, 
who are many, are one in glory.

Tues., June 4, 2019	 OUT OF THE MANY, ONE

“I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we 
are one—I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete 
unity.” (John 17:22,23)

ONE IN GLORY

Bible reading: Ecclesiastes 7:15–12:14	 5



Lord God, we thank you for unifying us around the truth of God’s Word. 
May our unity remain strong so that the world may know that you are our lov-
ing Savior. Amen.

When we’re  united,  we can 
accomplish more than when we 
we’re divided.  I t  makes sense. 
There are entire movements based 
on standing together against or 
for a common good.

It makes perfect sense, then, 
that Jesus prays for  our unity 
so that we might stand together 
for the common good. In fact, 
the word synod means to “walk 
together.” Christian congregations 
walking together as a synod is a 
statement of unity around one 
common thing, working for one 
common goal. But what is that one 
common thing, and what is that 
one common goal?

We stand together around one 
common truth: Jesus Christ came 
into this world to save sinners. 
Simple enough. But packed into 
that statement is the whole truth 
about who Jesus is and what he 
has done for us and how he does 
it. So all of God’s Word is truth—
the truth that unifies us.

If the Word is that common uni-
fying truth, what is the common 
goal that flows from that? Sharing 
Jesus, right? Simple enough. But so 
many people and churches do that 
in so many varying ways—helping 
the poor, promoting social causes, 

supporting political ideologies—
but, really, where is Jesus in all of 
that? Sadly, Jesus Christ often gets 
pushed to the back as the issues 
come to the forefront. There can 
be room for those kinds of causes 
within  the l i fe  of  a  Chr ist ian, 
but  is  that the purpose for which 
Christ gave us his Word as a uni-
fier? Hardly.

Christ unifies us for this pur-
pose: that the “world will know that 
you sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me.” The 
apostle Paul said it very clearly in 
1  Corinthians 2:2: “I resolved to 
know nothing while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ and him cru-
cified.” Paul’s goal and ours is cen-
tered on knowing and proclaiming 
the love of Christ who died for all.

For all  the impor tant causes 
that people stand for in our day, 
how vitally important it is that 
we, the church, rally around Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. It is the 
message of life forever through 
the love of Jesus Christ that sepa-
rates us from all the other causes 
of this world. For what could be 
more impor tant than eternity? 
May God continue to unify us 
around his Word, that we and the 
world may know his love better.

Wed., June 5, 2019	 OUT OF THE MANY, ONE

“Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as 
you have loved me.” (John 17:23)

ONE IN LOVE

6	 Bible reading: 1 Kings 12:1–14:18



Come quickly, Lord. Amen.

The school year is  about to 
begin, and that brand-new college 
freshman has grand thoughts: 
“Finally, I can get out of my par-
ents’ house. Finally, I can be on 
my own.” Then two weeks into 
the school year,  reality hits.  “ I 
want to go home.” That 18-year-
old who spent four years long-
ing to be away from home is 
now homesick.

Have you ever felt that way? 
There’s just something about my 
bed and my kitchen and my couch 
and my mom and dad. I can recall 
longing for the taste of homemade 
spaghetti.  But our “ homemade” 
spaghetti was hardly homemade. 
It was a jar of sauce with noodles. 
It wasn’t the food itself; it was the 
home that I longed for.

Th e  Chr is t ian  church  longs 
to  be home. One of the great 
bless ings  of  the unit y  of  the 
church is  that the church stands 
together in the muck and mire of 
this world. So often we get our-
selves bogged down by the world 
we live in, and even though we’re 
surrounded by so many people, 
we feel so alone. But we are not 
alone. The church stands together.

The truth is,  Jesus longs for 
you to be home. He longs for you 

to see what he has prepared for 
you. He longs for you to see his 
glor y—not the glor y vei led in 
humility but the full glory of his 
eternal majesty. He longs for you 
to stand side by side with all the 
saints who have gone before you 
as you sing with one heart and 
one voice,  “Holy,  Holy,  Holy is 
the Lord Almighty.” He longs for 
you to be out of the mess of the 
world that he has overcome and 
to take you to the place that is 
hardly worth comparing to any of 
our struggles. He longs for it. He 
prays for it.

And yet here we stand, united 
around one truth,  l iv ing with 
one purpose on this earth, and 
heading to  one home.  S o let 
us   stand united together  and 
heed the words of the writer to 
the Hebrews:  “Let  us consider 
how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds, 
not giving up meeting together, 
a s  s o m e  a re  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f 
d o i n g ,  b u t  e n c o u r a g i n g  o n e 
another—and al l  the more as 
you see the  Day approaching” 
(Hebrews 10:24,25).  So may we 
stand together, encouraging one 
another as we together long for 
our eternal home.

Thurs., June 6, 2019	 OUT OF THE MANY, ONE

“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to 
see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the 
creation of the world.” (John 17:24)

ONE HOME
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Heavenly Father, we approach your throne in prayer confidently, not 
because of who we are but because of who you are. Grant to each of us all 
the blessings that your Son prayed on our behalf. Grant us unity, faith, and 
boldness to carry forth your Word of Truth. Grant it to us because you are our 
faithful God. Amen.

Have you ever heard a prayer 
that sounded something like this: 
“God, if you’re really out there, 
would you please .  .  . (fill in the 
blank)”? This is not so much a 
prayer as it is a test—a test that 
God would prove his existence 
by  giving me what I  want and 
if  he doesn’t, he must not really 
love me.

Is it  an answer to that k ind 
of test that instills confidence in 
us in God’s ability to answer our 
prayer? Certainly not. The real-
ity is that God will  answer our 
prayers in his way and his time. 
We can ask for anything that we 
want, but we always leave it to 
God’s gracious direction to answer 
in a way that is appropriate for us.

B u t  i f  w e  a r e  l e a v i n g  t h e 
answer in God’s hands, on what 
basis  can we have any conf i -
dence that he’ll actually hear and 
answer for our good?

Jesus has prayed for our unity 
in his High Priestly Prayer. And 
n ow  a s  h e  c l o s e s  t h i s  a m a z -
ing prayer, he appeals to God to 

answer it. Did you notice how he 
addressed his Father in heaven? 
He said, “Righteous Father.” Jesus 
Christ knows that his Father in 
heaven is righteous, and he gives 
evidence of that righteousness. He 
says, “ They know that you have 
sent me.” The very fact that God 
the Father sent his Son to die for 
sinners l ike us gives us all  the 
confidence we need to know that 
God will answer our prayers and 
that he will care for us now and 
into eternity. He has sacrificed too 
much for us to leave us now.

S o  a s  J e s u s  c o n c l u d e s  h i s 
prayer, he does so with confidence 
in the promises of God, the prom-
ises that he himself is accomplish-
ing. It is with that same confidence 
that  we approach our  God in 
prayer. United under Christ,  we 
have the one singular confidence 
that God will always act accord-
ing to our good because that’s who 
he is. He is the God who fulfills 
his promises, above all, the prom-
ise made in the Garden of Eden to 
save us through his Son.

Fri., June 7, 2019	 OUT OF THE MANY, ONE

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and 
they know that you have sent me.” (John 17:25)

ONE IN CONFIDENCE
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Heavenly Father, we pray also for those who will believe in Christ through 
our message, that we all may be one, just as you are in Christ and Christ is in 
you. May many more also believe that you have sent Christ for the sins of the 
world. Amen. (Adapted from John 17:20,21)

Pic ture the scene.  So many 
people. So many different people. 
The young. The old. But age isn’t 
an issue here. So many different 
skin colors. But skin color isn’t 
an issue here. So many different 
languages.  But  language isn’t 
a  barr ier  here.  Why?  Because 
in the center of this picture is a 
lamb. As that Lamb of God, Jesus 
Christ, looks out at the sea of peo-
ple before his throne, he doesn’t 
see differences; he sees his peo-
ple. He sees the souls that he has 
won. He sees the body that he 
has gathered together. And that 
body is beautiful in its singular 
praise of their head: “Salvation 
belongs to our God, who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb. .  .  . 
Amen! Praise and glory and wis-
dom and thanks and honor and 
power and strength be to our God 
forever and ever. Amen!” (Revela-
tion 7:10,12).

This picture is the culmination 
of everything that Jesus prayed 
for in his High Priestly Prayer. 
This picture celebrates the fulfill-
ment of Christ’s work. His whole 
earthly life was about establishing 
peace between us and his Father 

in heaven so that he, Jesus, might 
dwell in the hearts of his people. 
And in Revelation chapter 7, we 
see just a sneak peak of Jesus’ 
a n s we re d  p r a ye r  t h ro u g h  h i s 
accomplished work.

T h i s  w e e k ,  w e  s a w  J e s u s 
praying for unity. He prayed for 
a  unity that breaks down any 
man-made barr iers  that  might 
exist.  I t ’s  a unity that runs far 
deeper than any “common good” 
kind of external unity and cuts 
straight to the heart. And what 
do we see in those hearts? We see 
Christ. We see the common bond 
of faith centered around the truth 
of God’s Word that culminates 
in the beautiful scene before the 
throne of God “from every nation, 
tribe, people and language” (Rev-
elation 7:9).

On this side of heaven, divi-
s ions remain.  False unity  that 
ignores the truth of God’s Word is 
prevalent. But Christ, through his 
Word of Truth, binds us to himself 
through faith so that we might be 
bound together now and into eter-
nity. God grant that we, together, 
though we are many, might be one 
in Christ.

Bible reading: 1 Kings 19:19–21:29	 9

Sat., June 8, 2019	 OUT OF THE MANY, ONE

“I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in 
order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in 
them.” (John 17:26)

ONE IN CHRIST



O  Holy Spirit, as you testify to us about Jesus in your Word, open our 
hearts to receive it in faith and comfort us with the truths it reveals. Amen.

D e a t h  w a s  c o m i n g — i t  w a s 
coming fast—and Jesus knew it. 
In the coming hours, he would 
be betrayed, arrested, whipped, 
mocked, unfairly tried, unjustly 
condemned, and then led away to 
be crucified.

And that was just the physical 
side of things. The spiritual rea-
son for why it all lay ahead was 
infinitely worse. Jesus was about 
to pay for the sins of all time. Sep-
aration from God’s love and bless-
ings is what sin deserves, so that 
is exactly what Jesus was about 
to experience as he would soon 
give up his life on his cross. He 
would be enduring hell itself in 
the place of the world so that all 
who put their trust in him would 
never have to.

With  ever ything about  that 
f u t u r e  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  h i s 
al l-knowing mind in the hours 
right before it would happen, I 
suppose it would have been only 
natural for Jesus to spend those 
hours thinking about himself.

Except, he wasn’t. Instead, he 
was thinking about his friends—the 
disciples who were with him that 
night. He was thinking about the 
confusion they would experience, 

the troubles they would face, and 
the fears they would endure.

A n d  s o,  w i t h  h i s  t h o u g h t s 
f ixed  on them, he made them 
a  promise.  After  he was gone 
(and not  just  dead but  dead, 
then risen, then ascended!),  he 
wo u l d  s e n d  t h e m  a  “ H e l p e r.” 
This Helper would be sent from 
God himself—this Helper would 
be God himself—“the Spir it  of 
truth.” This Spirit would “testify 
a b o u t  [ J e s u s ] .” H i s  te s t i m o ny 
would open their eyes to every-
thing Jesus did, to why he did it, 
and to what it would now mean 
for their lives. And so, his testi-
mony would take away their con-
fusion, ease their troubles, and 
calm their fears.

Friends, it wasn’t just his first 
disciples who were on his mind in 
those hours before he died. It was 
all who would follow after them 
too. And that means you were on 
his mind before he died. And the 
Helper he promised is for you too. 
This Helper continues to testify 
about Jesus—about what he did, 
about why he did it, and about 
what it now means for you. Where 
is this testimony? You’re reading it 
right now!

10	 Bible reading: 1 Kings 22 • 2 Kings 1:1–2:18 

Pentecost, Sun., June 9, 2019	 JESUS KEEPS HIS PROMISE—THE HOLY SPIRIT

“When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that 
is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me.” 
(John 15:26 NASB)

WHAT WAS ON HIS MIND IN THE HOURS BEFORE HE DIED?




